Key Stage 2 Writing Progression

	
	Year 3
	[image: ]Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Composition
	· Can talk about the features of different types of writing. (e.g. structure, grammar, vocabulary) 
· Can record ideas and make notes. 
· Can compose and rehearse sentences orally, including dialogue before writing. 
· Can write for a range of purposes and audiences across the curriculum.  
· Can create and describe plots in narratives. 
· Can create and describe settings in narratives. 
· Can create and describe characters in narratives. 
· Can write simple poetry.  
· Can consistently use the language features of narrative. 
· Can consistently use the language features of non-fiction.  
	· Can plan by discussing similar writing; analysing its structure, vocabulary and grammar and use to create their own plan.
· Can record ideas and make notes. 
· Can compose and rehearse sentences orally, including dialogue before writing. 
· Can write for a range of purposes and audiences across the curriculum.  
· Can create and expand plots in narratives. 
· Can create and expand settings in narratives. 
· Can create and describe characters in narratives. 
· Can write free verse poetry, focusing on the meaning.  
· Can expand the use of narrative language features.  
· Can expand the use of non-fiction language features.      
	· Can use grammar and vocabulary to create an impact on the reader. 
· Can start sentences in different ways.  
· Can use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs.
· Can use stylistic devices to create effects in writing. (figurative language)
· Can add well-chosen detail to interest the reader. E.g. description of place, character, feelings
· Can discuss the audience and purpose of the writing. 
· Can use the correct features and sentence structure for the text type they are writing, including non-fiction.     Title/Headings/Subheadings/Bullet points/Paragraphs/Captions/etc.  
· Can develop characters through action and dialogue, including using inverted commas for direct speech.  
· Can establish viewpoint as the writer through commenting on characters and events.  
	· Can use grammatical structures and features and choose vocabulary appropriate to the audience, purpose and formality to make meaning clear and create effect. 
· Can use a range of sentence starters to create specific effects. 
· Can use stylistic devices to create effects in writing.  (figurative language) 
· Can identify the audience and purpose for writing, selecting the appropriate form.   
· Can choose the appropriate structure and formality for the audience and text type that they are writing, including non-fiction.          
· Can sustain, sequence and develop ideas logically in narrative/non-narrative writing.  
· In narrative, can describe setting, character and atmosphere.   
· In narrative, can use dialogue to develop characters and action.



	Text Structure
	· Can write a story with a clear structure, setting, characters and plot.  
· Starting to use paragraphs to group related ideas.     
· Can organise non-fiction writing using a title, heading, subheadings columns and paragraphs. 
· Can make additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own writing
· Can proof-read to check for mistakes in spelling and punctuation.                                                                
	· Can organise content into relevant paragraphs across the text.  
· Can use nouns and pronouns to aid cohesion between sentences. 
· Can discuss their writing, looking for ways to make improvements. 
· Can make improvements by redrafting the grammar and vocabulary. 
· Can proof-read to check for mistakes in spelling and punctuation.  
	· Can build cohesion within paragraphs. (e.g. then, after that, this, firstly, therefore, on the other hand) 
· Can link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) and number (e.g. secondly) or tense choices (e.g. he had seen her before).  
· Can write using standard English verb forms
· Can organise their writing into paragraphs to show different information or events. 
· Can summarise a paragraph.  
· Can edit their work making improvements to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation.  
· Can make suggestions to others on improving their work. 
	· Can vary sentence structure to suit formal and informal writing.  
· Can use a variety of organisational and presentational devices appropriate to the text type. Title/Headings/Subheadings/Bullet points/Paragraphs/Captions/Quotes   
· Can write in paragraphs which can clearly signal a change in subject, time, place or event.
· Can summarise a text, conveying the key information in writing.
· Can use the passive voice to present information with a different emphasis.


	Sentence Structure
	· Can write sentences using a wider range of structures.       
· Can write a range of sentences with more than one clause by using a range of conjunctions (to co-ordinate: and, or, but, so, for; to subordinate: when, if, that, because, until, even if, though, as).
· Can use adjectives to describe places, objects and characters.  (expanded noun phrases)      
· Can name and describe the job of different words in a sentence. (grammar patterns)    
· Can create interest by using appropriate word choices and descriptive phrases.    
· Can use a range of adverbs and prepositions to express time, place and cause.                                       
· Can use figurative devices such as similes and alliteration.    
· Beginning to write complex sentences by using a range of conjunctions accurately.    
· Can use the present perfect form of verbs.    
· Can use the perfect form of verbs to show the relationship of time and cause.    
· Can use features of standard English and explore when non-standard English could be used.     
	· Can write sentences with more than one clause using a range of sentence structures 
· Can write a story with a clear beginning, middle, end and plot.
· Can develop settings in a story.
· Can develop characters in a story.
· Can use features appropriate to non-fiction writing styles. E.g. headings, subheadings. 
· Can edit their work making improvements to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation.
· Can make suggestions to others on improving their work.
· Can use nouns and pronouns correctly within sentences and throughout a paragraph.
· Can use inverted commas in direct speech to move a story forward.
· Can use noun phrases expanded by modifying adjectives.    
· Can use prepositions. 
· Can begin my sentence with an adverb or adverbial phrase.  
	· Can use relative clauses to add information about the noun or refer back to the noun-who/that/which/whose/where/when 
· Can use modifying adjectives or adverbs to describe places, objects and characters.  
· Can use adverbs (e.g. then, after that, this, firstly) or modal verbs (e.g. might, would, should, will, must, may, rarely) to indicate a degree of possibility.
	· Can use relative clauses to add information about the noun or refer back to the noun.
· Can use modifying adjectives or adverbs to describe places, objects and characters. 
· Can use varied, alternative and relevant vocabulary e.g. adjectives, adverbs.
· Can use developed noun phrases to add detail to sentences.



	Punctuation
	· Can use capital letters for names of people, places, days of the week and the personal pronoun ‘I’. 
· Can use question marks and exclamation marks correctly, commas in lists, and apostrophes to show missing letters and possession.
· Can use commas after fronted adverbials.    
· Beginning to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.    
	· Can use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech. 
· Can use apostrophes to mark possession, including plural possession.  
· Can use commas after fronted adverbials. 
	· Can use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech. 
· Can use apostrophes to mark possession, including plural possession. 
· Can use commas after fronted adverbials.
· Can use brackets, dashes and commas to indicate parenthesis.  
· Can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity.  
· Beginning to use colons to introduce a list.
· Beginning to use semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent clauses
· Beginning to use hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 
	· Can use the semi-colon to join related sentences.     
· Can use the semi-colon within lists.
· Can use the colon to introduce a list. 
· Can use brackets to clarify meaning. 
· Can use brackets for an aside or comment. 
· Can use dashes to add a thought at the end of a sentence. 
· Can use dashes to add an embedded clause. 
· Can use a hyphen to avoid ambiguity when using compound adjectives 
· Can use ellipsis to show tension or the passing of time.
· Can use commas to mark phrases and clauses. 

	Spelling
	· Can spell the Y3/4 common exception words. 
· Can spell the Y3/4 homophones and words from other origins. 
· Can spell word families based on common words. E.g. solve, solution, solver, dissolve.           
· Can spell words using some of the Y3/4 prefixes. E.g. super-, anti-, auto-                          
· Can spell words using some of the Y3/4 suffixes. 
· Can use the first two letters of a word to check spellings in a dictionary. 
	· Can spell the Y3/4 common exception words. 
· Can spell the Y3/4 homophones and words from other origins. 
· Can spell word families based on common words. E.g. solve, solution, solver, dissolve. 
· Can spell words using all of the Y3/4 prefixes. E.g. super-, anti-, auto-                           
· Can spell words using all of the Y3/4 suffixes. 
· Can use the first three letters of a word to check spellings in a dictionary. 
	· Can spell all of the Y3/4 common exception words and homophones. 
· Can spell at least half of the Y5/6 common exception words and homophones. 
· Can spell words using some of the Y5/6 prefixes and suffixes. 
· Can use the first 3 letters of a word to check spellings and meanings in a dictionary. 
· Can use a thesaurus. 

	· Can spell all of the Y3/4 common exception words and homophones. 
· Can spell all of the Y5/6 common exception words and homophones. 
· Can spell words using all of the Y5/6 prefixes and suffixes. 
· Can use the first 4 letters of a word to check spellings and meanings in a dictionary. 
· Can use a thesaurus. 

	Handwriting
	· Can join letters, deciding which letters are best left un-joined. 
· Can write in a legible and consistent style so ascenders and descenders do not touch. 
	· Can write in a legible and consistent style, with increasing quality and speed.  
· Can write letters with parallel strokes and appropriate spacing.  
· Can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters are best left unjoined.  
	· Can write fluently and legibly with a speed and a personal style. 
	· Can write fluently and legibly with a speed and a personal style. 

	Vocabulary to be learnt
	preposition/word family/prefix/clause/subordinate clause/direct speech/consonant letter/vowel letter/inverted commas
	determiner/pronoun/possessive pronoun/adverbial
	modal verb/relative pronoun/relative clause/parenthesis/bracket/dash/cohesion/ambiguity
	subject/object/active/passive/synonym/antonym/ellipsis/hyphen/colon/
             semi-colon/bullet point
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